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Reasons for Designation

..The Goor^R Easfcon .HOUSR i^ 1?o'Ln^ roconiificndGd
fnr (I ^;;*i .^nation fox1 arc.liitectural rcn^on^. .Built'.

(-•. -1^5'*'> rb is a rare example oF Ti.idor ricvival Ri/chltecture
in P't nrU ville.

Historical Background
The land on ^/hich the hou^e ;!la.nd9 v/^f-; ori,sinally

-pnr'l: of^ 100 acre parcel of land gran loci to 1'^'Llliam
Loaliy,VL/ who sold ib to Robert Leahy In 1807 for
"ton pounds. (2) The land chan^d liand;:3 several hime.?
bel^opn 1007 s.nd 1845 when George C.L-aw.Coi'(] Lou^ht it
and oUifir land from Jonas Jones for /^1-00 pounds. (3) '



<*rn.wford had an ?c-l;ive poll bic'n'l CP.I-RGJ.'. A ciuppor-ter

o F t.ho f.'*n!ni ly Compac't, lie 'beca.nip -Ihp f'ir^ i. i,roFi..t'!in nT- oj'

PirorUv.i.'Ur1 '"lien it was incorporated a^ ? poll co vlt.lo.^R in
lrn.^. :i-n '[.»/f7 he was pTeHidenk of -l;be JV.inrd of .1lo'l.irn
(i . e . mpi.vc'r ), and from l85?.~55 ho rop.t.'nr^n l;cf1 }3roc\ville in
hlio Foi.u-Ui nnd Fif-th Parliaments of Canndn.. (;1') In 185^
when C)^.w,ron)'s daughter Isabella and her liu^band George J^aston,
wliom r.h^ iTi^r.ried in 1840, re burned to 33rof-'kv.i.llR, Cra.wford
in^.de over' R Q-acre parcel of land 'lo Isalielln. "for natural
love and pJToction, and five yhillin/.-'.s . " (5 )

l.^n'bella and George Ea^ton wfir'o •Uic firs-f; x'esidenbR

oF the IKUI^R known as "Jieauvoir", bull 1; c. 1^53- En.B'hon, born
in Brockv't.1] R in 1812, ;3pent inos'L; of b.ic} 1,1 PG en^aped iii
"/^ner^'l. in ^rc anti Ie pursuits"(6) except roi" 'l,wo yoarf3 in -bite
l8/10'8 "/lieu lie was involved in buH.dinff part; of tlio ^t. Lawrence
C'^na.l n!; ll'n n.'an* s Point. In 1850 ho rel;in;ncr1 wii.l) hi.'-i family
ho Th-npkvi-Uo for good» con'binuin^ -bo pinpl'>,v hiniReir a.s R
niorchan 1; 1.111 111 he was appointed Collector o;f Cu^toin^ in 1868.

A.f'ber the deat.h oF Isabella in Ln7^, L;^ t;on f-sold
t\}Q property to John C . T. Coc:hrane. (7 } :f.n J 0'99 Coclirane .^old
•t;lie ro?f? Fi.l.'l.owance for Coclirane Gtr.'eeL to I; ho Town oF Brockvilie
for $'-1-- (<cn

7 n. 191^' 't.he pL'operty a^".in clian/<e',l }iandK ^hen it;.was
'bon.rrlib li,v 11T'i.lliam Arthur "Singapore" vnnhp.(9) V/]u.f;e hpd been
nn •bi^ur.'nncf agent in S.lng'apore aticl wn;3 I'f^nrdcrf looall.y a.t<

an ecc^n l.r-.lc . (10 ) lie undorbook extensive T^inorteliii-t;"; of tlie
l.iou.^e, Pnu'ttp^l.zinK i^s Tudoi; qualitlpR: lie rpinoved flip 'ler'orative
bFu'R^bonrdr., (;he shu'fcte.rp, sn^ tlie v^r-arKlnh on -hhc wR.^f and
.^ou t;h .si <IP;" . ]{e added liood irioul(1in^?1> •t;o l:lif=> wi.n<1ov'^, a man^.ive

en lyi'pncp porch at the corner of the L, a tUed tprra.ce ^i t;}i

n 1?n.ck pn t;n pet» a.iid an oxten^tion l.o i;}io can-b win,";. Two
i"f.iu1ovi<-; on !; lie south si ftp were convorbe<1 i;') l^ays. TlsR intfirlor
panPlU)^< and the staircase also dale from i.lns 'lime.

In 19^3> after While's deat-.li, (.1)^ p!t;to)J)e.fi:y wns
boi.i.",'!) [~, by tl'nlin R. Baxter, owner o'F LI o)) ^r-unlln,'?,' (MOW Univpr'yal

a 1 ".but In",') on Pearl Street • A bachelor and n.vid 'brid^o "player,
Uax E.nr rc\'.ii.<l^d a-fc the .Broo]<:ville CluL. lio li^perl to pc*t.',r4nac1.e

b1)p cluli !;o r'olocate a't noauvoir v/liicli. w?i.r; ,r;o inuol-i moi.-e

c'onvon.LPn'i: I/o his place of.* tiursine^F;» 1>ub ti i.r; propo.^n.l vi^s

t/ur)]od d')*"n on the grounds tliat the. hnuHO '''a.^ too far on b of
-|,own. BFI.;< ],PI:- had tlie proper'ly ^arvoycd 1'or yubdJL visions (11)
and £!ol(t i'l; to Allan Pairbalrn in lc)/l5-

l'1ai.rbairnts plan -(;o coi-ivei-b thp liuiiHe in1;o apartments
<f'n^ loonlly nicknamed "Jl'airt-)aim* s .lllolly" . No tenant '"ould be

'•''.i.lUn^ •1;o i.'n nt so far From town- (1^.) BuL li'n.:irbaii:Ti pressed
vn, consul l.ii.ng the KingRtom archi bec'bural flnn of Urever,
^m.U;h(13) to achieve a sensi'Uive corp-pi;,r-!l.Qn of thn Iioi.ise with
uimuufll i^r.t'U'ice of the room.t3 pro port iniiH.

Tn 1980 the houc!e was purcliased 1.)^ khfi preRenb owners,
DPI v.id Wp.lnii arid Michal Vavro.



Architectural Description

The mellow combination of Ontario Gothic and
Tudor Revival elements in the design of 4l Cochrane Street
make it a unique example of Brockville vernacular
?trchi"tecture. This three-storey house is built on a modified
L-plan,- wi-bh the reception rooms originally in the L and a
kitchen, wj.n/^ extending bo bite rear.

Solidly built; of stucco-coverpd ^tono, t;lie UOLI^O
shot-.r; itr; Oothic inspiration with its ^booply pitched roof,
ornamented by decorative drops at the gnble ends. The Tudor
windo"'s are rectangular with hood mouldingst three diamond
shaped chimneys, decorated with dentil work and cross-hatch^rig
repeat the Tudor references.

The horizontal roojTUne of the porch contrasts with
the angles of the main roof. The doorway ±s a wide Tudor
arch. A 'terrace of Staffordshire 'blue tile bordRred by a
low wall of Staffordshire blue brick surrounds the house on
the west and soufch sides.(l4)

The house contains some fine oak panelling with
square frames in the Tudor style, and an impressive Jacobean
style staircase in a series of flights and landings. The
baniRterp consig.'b of a wide flab handrail, supported by
spiral pillars and decorated at the turns "by large acorn
finials.

Recommendation

Brockville L.A.G.A.C. recommends tha-b 'building at
4l Cochrane Street be designated under tlie Ontario Heritge Act,
19^0 roT ar-chitsctural reasons.

The committee is particularily concerned with
preserving the interior panelling and staircase, and the
exterior architecural characteristics.
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